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Sony revives robot pet dog

You can shower with new Kindle — you just can’t read
By Anick Jesdanun

Amazon’s top-of-the-line e-read-
er is now waterproof — an 

excellent feature for a $250-and-up 
investment.

But don’t go scuba diving just yet. 
Your Kindle Oasis might not survive.

Huh? How is that waterproof then? 
And what about the optional cover?

The fine print on waterproof
The new Oasis is designed to sur-

vive up to an hour in up to two meters 
(6.5 feet) of fresh water, not the high-
er pressure of anything deeper — 
such as a scuba dive.

Fresh-water protection is great, but 
you’re more likely to read by a swim-
ming pool or on the beach. Amazon 
says you’ll still get some protection 
from chlorinated or salty water — just 
not as much as what’s promised for 
fresh water. Same goes for coffee spills.

As for that cover, the standard ver-
sion with woven fabric ($45) is 
“water safe” but not “waterproof.” 
Amazon says that means minor spills, 
but not lengthy submersion. To be 
safe, choose a dark color to conceal 

upgrade sees AIBO equipped with 
new sensing and movement technolo-
gies as well as far more advanced AI 
backed by cloud computing to devel-
op the dog’s personality.

Sales begin in Japan in January for 
198,000 yen ($1,739).

Sony pioneered entertainment 
robots with AIBO in 1999. It sold 
about 150,000 dogs in Japan before 
ceasing production seven years later 
when its core consumer electronics 
business struggled in price wars with 
emerging Asian rivals.

“It was a difficult decision to stop 
the project in 2006, but we continued 
development in AI and robotics,” 
Chief Executive Officer Kazuo Hirai 
said at a news briefing.

“I asked our engineers a year and a 
half ago to develop (new) AIBO 
because I strongly believe robots 
capable of building loving relation-
ships with people help realise Sony’s 
mission (to inspire).”

The reborn AIBO features new 
actuator technology allowing it move 
more smoothly and naturally like a 
real dog.  (Agencies)

any stains. The pricier leather covers 
($60) won’t resist water at all, which 
defeats having a waterproof e-reader 
in the first place.

Reading when wet
Waterproofing is meant to protect 

the device from accidental splashes 
and spills, not underwater reading.

Common with other gadgets, the 
touchscreen gets errant when wet. 
Reading during an ice-cold bath was 
fine, until I submerged the device. The 
font size started changing, and all sorts 
of other settings popped up. During a 
hot shower, pages turned on their own.

While walking in a storm, rainwa-
ter distorted the text, like a magnify-
ing glass, and I had to wipe many 
drops away. (In any case, I probably 
should have been paying attention 
instead to what’s in front of me.)

Other features
Overall, the Oasis is a great device 

for booklovers — though the water-
proofing, with its limits, isn’t enough 
on its own to justify the premium 
model.

You can pair the new Kindle with 
Bluetooth headsets and enjoy integra-

tion with Amazon’s Audible audio-
book service. You can switch 
between the text and audio versions 
of your book without losing your 
place. Unfortunately, you have to buy 
both versions to do this.

The larger 7-inch screen on the 
Oasis makes the other devices’ 
once-adequate 6-inch screens seem 
too small. Amazon says the Oasis 
fits 30 percent more words. The 
Oasis also has more built-in lights 
for greater brightness. And unlike 
phones and tablets, the e-reader 
isn’t prone to glare — or to such 
distractions as Facebook and text 
notifications. Though you can get 
other Kindles for that — and pay far 
less.

❑       ❑       ❑

Japan’s Sony Corp said on 
Wednesday it has brought back AIBO 
more than a decade since it last made 
the robotic dog, as the electronics and 
entertainment firm seeks to rebuild its 
reputation for innovation after years 
of restructuring.

The announcement comes a day 

to cater to the needs of different age 
groups. The program is as follows:

Reception; Auditorium show; (ac-
cording to age group); Touring the 
Mosque; Q & A; Art workshops; (ac-
cording to age group – between 5 and 
18 years old); Snack break; Distribution 
of the Grand Mosque publications and 
souvenirs; End of tour.

According to these age groups:
Age group: 5 to 9 years old: Morning: 

60 visitors max; Evening: 20;  10 to 15 
years: Morning: 100 visitors max; Even-
ing: 45; 16 and above: Morning: 140 
visitors max, Evening: 105:

Tour language: Arabic- English- 
French;  Arabic (English upon prior 
request); Arabic- English- French; Ara-
bic (English upon prior request); Arabic- 
English- French: Arabic (English upon 
prior request)

Rules and Regulations:
■ Please arrive in time for your visit.
■ All visitors are kindly required to 
abide by the mosque’s dress code. Male 
visitors should wear long pants. Shorts 
and sleeveless shirts are not allowed. 
Female visitors: should wear head cover 
and long loose clothing (available at the 
mosque).
■ Foods and drinks are not allowed 
inside the prayer halls.
■ For school visits, teachers are respon-
sible for their students and are required 
to cooperate with the staff members of 
the Grand Mosque.
■ Photography is allowed inside the 
Grand Mosque (please note that disre-
spectful poses are strictly prohibited).

If you would like to book a tour, 
please contact us:

Tel: 22980813/ 22980815/ 22980812 
Email: gmvisits@gmail.com 
Fax: 22473708

Nov 9
YMCA’s Keralotsavam: YMCA 
Kuwait is conducting Keralotsavam on 
Thursday, Nov 9 from 6:30 pm onwards 
at Indian Community Senior School, 
Salmiya. Members along with their chil-
dren will be performing various cultural 
programs during this special event. Vari-
ety of entertainment programs including, 
Thiruvathira, solos, dance, group song, 
instrument music, Vanchipattu etc 
... will be performed as a part of the 
event. For more details please contact: 
James Varghese (66478135) and Agesh 
Thomas (96678340).

Nov 10
Keraleeyam-2017 postponed: 
The Executive Committee of Kala(Art) 
Kuwait deeply regret to inform that the 
Keraleeyam-2017 scheduled to be held 
at Community Hall, Abbassiya at 4:00 
pm on Sept 15, has been postponed due 
to some administrative issues and this 
event is now rescheduled to be held on 
Nov 10, 2017 at Indian Community 
School, Khaithan.

In view of postponement of this 
program, all other events subject to 
Keraleeyam-2017, such as handing 
over of the Kala (Art) Kuwait Samba-
sivan Award to Vasanthkumar and his 
performance of the story “Aneesya” as 
decided earlier will be held on Nov 10, 
2017 itself, as informed by Kala (Art) 
Kuwait President Samkutty Thomas and 
General Secretary Sunil Kumar.

Nov 16
IEI Chapter-Engineers’ Day: The 
Institution of Engineers (India), Kuwait 
Chapter is pleased to announce the 
upcoming 50th Engineers, Day Celebra-
tion in Kuwait. This day is celebrated in 
memory of Bharat Ratna, Sir M. Visves-
varaya, greatest Engineer and Statesman 
of India on his birth anniversary. Apart 
from HE The Ambassador of India to 
State of Kuwait, many dignitaries and 
distinguished guests from Ministries, 
Universities, KSE, KISR, Engineers, 
technocrats, consultants, decision mak-
ers and business leaders shall be attend-
ing the function. The theme for this year 
Engineers’ Day is ‘Role of Engineers for 
Development’

Details are as below:
Date: Nov 16, 2017, Thursday
Venue:  Multi Purpose Hall, Arab 

Fund Building, Shuwaikh
Time: 6:30 pm onwards
The Registration will start at 6:30 pm 

followed by function starting at 7:00 pm.
The Registration will start at 6:30 

pm, Security badges will be issued and 
the function starting at 7:00 pm. Prior 
registration is must and all members are 
advised to be seated 10 minutes prior to 
the arrival of VIPs.
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Dasman Bilingual School

A group photo from the event

First school to partner Alnowair’s ‘Kindness Boomerang Program’

DBS students perform unique play on bullying
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 1: Dasman 
Bilingual School (DBS) is proud to be 
the first partner school for season 1 of 
Alnowair’s “Kindness Boomerang 
Program” — the first of its kind anti-
bullying school outreach program. 

On this occasion, Ms Samar 
Dizmen, DBS Superintendent said, 
“We are glad to be part of Alnowair 
anti-bullying school outreach program 
and proud to be the first school in 
Kuwait partnering and performing 
with this successful program.” Ms 
Dizmen continued, “Bullying has 
become a major problem facing our 
society, spread in all sectors especial-
ly in schools. We at Dasman 
Bilingual School have been working 
on tackling this problem for many 
years. We have allocated one week in 
our school calendar under the title 
“Anti — Bullying Kicks off” and we 
always come up with new strategies 
to help students who are victims and 
bullies. 

“This year, we had the chance to 
partner with Alnowair Anti-bullying 
School Outreach Program. Three of 
our Middle School students per-
formed with Alnowair team at our 
School Theatre and it was very effec-
tive. The message was delivered posi-
tively to our Elementary students who 
attended the first performance.” Ms. 
Dizmen concluded “We are continu-

nity through its various programs.”
Ms Gaya Kruchlik, Head of 

Alnowair says, “Bullying is prevalent 
in many schools in Kuwait and when 
not addressed, can have lasting nega-
tive consequences on a student’s per-
sonality, academic performance, 
health and social development. 

Studies have shown that ‘kindness’ 
— which builds compassion and 
togetherness - is an effective way to 
resolve bullying. At Alnowair, we 
create positive behavior change 
through engaging activities that peo-
ple can experience for themselves to 
see the difference that a positive out-
look makes. Our Kindness 
Boomerang program gives students 
an opportunity to practice the boo-
merang effect of simple acts of kind-
ness — a skill which will help them 
throughout life. We congratulate the 
management, staff and students of 
Dasman Bilingual School for being 
our first partner school for this unique 
program.” Ms Kruchlik concluded 
“Established in 2013 as the brainchild 
of Sheikha Intisar Al Sabah, Alnowair 
is a first-of-its-kind initiative driven 
to spread positive attitude in Kuwait. 
It is also the first non-profit in the 
GCC and the Middle East to promote 
positivity as a way of living that leads 
to fulfillment and happiness.”

A scene from the play

ing with Alnowair and we will have 
our second performance soon.” 

Adel Al Sane, DBS CEO com-
mented “We met Alnowair team a 
year ago and since then, we discussed 
and exchanged many ideas and solu-
tions until we have agreed that we 

should give “The Bullying problem” 
more attention and work hand in hand 
in solving it. Our partnership with 
Alnowair has given us the opportunity 
to lead our students to a place where 
they can open their eyes to new hori-
zons, where they know more, get edu-

cated, analyze problems and experi-
ence the solution through participat-
ing in Alnowair anti-bullying plays.” 
Al Sane concluded “Dasman 
Bilingual School is a top accredited 
school enriching the lives of its stu-
dents, their families and the commu-

Photos from the event

ICSK Junior conducts special Diwali Assembly

The students of ICSK Junior celebrated Diwali, the festival of lights 
with immense joy and enthusiasm.

A series of special assemblies were held to mark this festival. 
The assembly commenced with the recitation of the verses from the 
Holy Quran followed by the school prayer.

The thought for the day, that is, celebrate a safe Diwali while 
maintaining the beauty of nature, was a reminder to the children 
to celebrate the occasion in an ecofriendly way. The celebration 

of Diwali “The festival of lights’’ came alive at ICSK Junior as 
the children dressed up as various characters from the Ramayana 
replicated Lord Rama’s reunion and return to Ayodhya after van-
quishing Ravana in a battle, through a wonderful skit. A melodi-
ous song and mesmerizing dance was performed by the students 
to showcase the spirit of the festival. The children, who explained 
the significance of Diwali, stressed that light symbolized knowl-
edge. 

The stage was lit with many “Diyas” to bring more light to the 
celebration. Mrs Sheeja Ravi, Vice-Principal congratulated the 
participants and advised them to be the light of the world with their 
good deeds and thoughts.

Principal Mrs. Sherly Dennis addressed the assembly and shared 
a few words of wisdom.

Assembly concluded with the pledge followed by the national 
anthem.

Sony’s latest entertainment robots ‘AIBO’ is displayed during a press pre-
view at the company’s headquarters in Tokyo on Nov 1. (AFP)

after Sony confirmed its renaissance 
by forecasting its highest-ever profit 
this financial year, sending its shares 
surging to a nine-year high.

AIBO is billed as a pet that 
behaves like a real dog using artificial 
intelligence (AI) to learn and interact 
with its owner and surroundings. The 
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